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Donna Switzer is the founder of Beyond Compliance LLC Consulting, an 

environmental, health, safety, and sustainability consulting firm in the Greater 

Philadelphia Area that partners with industry to solve regulatory compliance 

requirements.  Donna is passionate about reducing risks associated with air 

emissions, wastewater discharges, waste management, and workplace safety.  She 

has worked with a broad range of companies in chemical, pharmaceutical, 

manufacturing, construction, and power sectors in evaluating, developing, and 

implementing key EHS and sustainability programs.  

Before devoting her attention to Beyond Compliance, Donna spent 10 years working for a commercial waste 

management company in various customer service, compliance, and construction support roles, 5 years working in 

different manufacturing settings doing regulatory and EHS compliance work, and 15 years working in the 

compliance and assurance group for a leading international consultancy. In these roles, she worked collaboratively 

with all levels of an organization to implement management systems, develop written programs and plans, identify 

risks and hazards, provide training, identify gaps in sustainability and compliance programs, and negotiate 

settlements with regulatory agencies. 

Donna is a Certified Sustainability Practitioner, a Certified Hazardous Materials Manager, and a Certified 

Professional Environmental Auditor with a Master’s Degree in Environmental Science from Drexel University.  

Additionally, she has completed the 10-hour OSHA Outreach programs for both construction and general industry.  

In addition to being a consultant, Donna is an adjunct professor in the College of Engineering at Villanova 

University, is an avid hockey player, and loves to ride motorcycles.  Donna volunteers with the West Pikeland 

Township Emergency Operations Committee and for the Pennsylvania Center for Adapted Sports. 

Example projects include: 

 Conducted over 150 EHS compliance 
audits, environmental site assessments, 
and reviews, and risk assessments 
(averaging approximately 6-10 
assessments per year).  

Industries include, among others: 
waste/wastewater disposal and processing 
facilities, construction and remediation, 
chemical processing, lead-acid battery 
manufacturing, food and consumer goods 
processing, metals and machining, equipment 
manufacturing and/or assembly, corrosion-
resistant coatings application, and coal-fired 
power plant operations. 

 Evaluated sustainability program 
elements for various industrial and 
consumer goods clients.  Provided 
recommendations to increase sustainable 
actions.   

Activities included:  conducted a multinational 
interview program to ascertain a baseline of 
needs and activities related to sustainability and 
risk; conducted site level evaluations related to 
program implementation and levels of risk; 
recommended actionable items to reduce 
regulatory burden, pollution and waste 
generation, and environmental risk. 
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 Identified environmental permit 
requirements for various manufacturing 
and power clients in PA, DE and NJ.   

Worked as a team with new facility developers to 
evaluate the federal and state regulatory 
requirements associated with chemical storage, 
air emissions, water discharge, and waste 
generation.  In each case, created a permit 
matrix that included the permits required, the 
timeframe to submit applications, the regulatory 
applicability to the operation, and in some cases 
anticipated costs. 

 Provide routine on-site EHS support for 
more than 20 years at various industrial 
facilities.  

Environmental programs included: hazardous 
waste management and disposal, PCB and 
asbestos management and disposal; permit 
required data collection and reporting; 
inspections; permit applications, amendments, 
and renewals; disposal vendor qualification 
evaluation; and agency correspondence and 
notifications.  

Safety programs included:  hazard 
communications, industrial hygiene monitoring, 
written procedures and employee training, 
program gap assessment/audits, and personal 
protective equipment hazard assessments. 

 Conducted risk management program 
audits at various waste treatment, 
wastewater treatment and disposal 
facilities to identify compliance risks for 
waste generators.  

Facility types included hazardous and municipal 
waste landfills, hazardous waste transfer 
facilities, wastewater treatment facilities, and 
metals recycling facilities.  

Audit topics covered included EHS compliance 
such as waste approval process; air emissions, 
water handling and discharge, and waste 
permits; monitoring and reporting; residuals 
management; incident or release history; 
historic and present remedial actions; facility 
design, including liner construction and 
maintenance; and community relations. 

 Supported construction and remediation 
projects by providing site hazard and 
compliance evaluations, program 
development, and personnel training.  

 Supported regulatory efforts for 
industrial clients extracting natural gas 
from the Marcellus Shale formation.  

Activities included:  developing written policies 
and procedures to ensure compliance with state-
specific EHS regulatory requirements; 
identifying applicable regulatory requirements 
for drilling locations, developing drilling pads, 
and producing gas; recommending proper waste 
handling within the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania; and developing a risk survey for 
drilling and pipeline locations. 

 Managed regulated wastes for a variety of 
industrial sectors including hazardous 
wastes, universal wastes, TSCA wastes 
and Pennsylvania regulated residual 
wastes.  

Activities included: proper waste determination 
(including identifying regulatory exemptions 
where applicable), evaluating and upgrading 
container management techniques, training, 
conducting inspections, identifying proper 
disposal options, developing written waste 
management manuals/SOPs, annual reporting 
and recordkeeping, and identifying waste 
minimization opportunities 

 Partnered with a variety of managers to 
develop written programs, policies, and 
procedures to meet regulatory, stakeholder, or 
company requirements.   

Topics included: zero waste to landfill, managing 
hazardous materials, contractor management, 
and various regulatory EHS policies and 
procedures (e.g., hazard communications, 
lockout/tagout, emissions reporting, and 
hazardous waste contingency planning).   

The specificity of the written programs ranged 
from corporate overview of general 
requirements to site-specific and equipment 
specific operating procedures. 

 Prepared more than 50 environmental 
management plans including storm water 
pollution prevention plans, spill prevention 
control and countermeasures plans, integrated 
contingency plans, emergency response plans, 
quality assurance/quality control plans, and 
RCRA contingency plans for a variety of 
industrial manufacturing facilities. 


